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TOPIC:  Intercity Bus Passenger Transportation

PROJECT GOAL:  Advocate for public bus system to replace bus service being reduced or discontinued.
LAST UPDATE:  June board meeting
TRANSPORT ACTION ONTARIO CONTACTS:   Dick Crawford
BACKGROUND:

For some time, Greyhound, the major provider of intercity bus services has been buying up the competition, mainly small and profitable bus lines..  Greyhound has changed ownership from a Canadian company, Laidlaw, to a foreign company several years ago.  The outcome of the process has been that they have raised fares and reduced services.  Within the last year, Greyhound has served notice to discontinue service in Manitoba and Northwest Ontario.  Further, Greyhound reduced services in other parts of Ontario.  Greyhound claims that they are losing money and have requested subsidies.  Without the subsidies, Greyhound is now reducing and eliminating services induce governments to pay subsidies.  There are ongoing talks with federal and provincial government and Greyhound.  A national strategy is required to develop a long term bus service, particularly to rural communities that don’t have air or train services, in order to provide an alternative to automobiles.  Government ownership models exist in Saskatchewan and Manitoba and partly in some other provinces.
STATUS AND RECENT ACTIVITIES:

· In the spring, we wrote to the mayors, relevant MPP’s and newspapers in the affected area.  

· We have only heard back from a few people.  

· Some mayors suggested contacting the Northwest Ontario mayors Association.  

· We are waiting for a report from the Federal/Provincial government Working Group.  This report is due in September.  

· Manitoba signed a contract in March 2010 with Greyhound to continue providing intercity passenger bus services in the province.  This will serve as an interim solution until the Working Group completes its work.

· Attended a meeting with the MTO on 29 June 2010.  They are working on the Federal/Provincial bus issue.

· MTO reports that up to the end of June, all Greyhound abandoned routes were absorbed by other private carriers.    Of course, nothing was said about if the same frequency and stops were to be maintained.

· MTO prefers a private carrier operating model as opposed to a government run bus service.  

· During the MTO meeting, the cross-subsidization model of carrier costs was introduced by Dan Hammond.  

HOW TO LEARN MORE:
· Review newspaper articles and email reports from J. Goss and others.  

· Contact bus organizations and scan websites for more information.  
· Review reports from Transport Action Nova Scotia on their research.
NEXT STEPS:

· Initiate contact with  Northwest Ontario Mayors Association and some municipalities.  

· Continue contact with some municipalities.  

· Research more models of rural provided services.  

· Initiate contact with Ontario Motorcoach Association.
