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PROJECT SUMMARY SHEET

TOPIC:  407 EAST FREEWAY EXTENSION


PROJECT GOAL:  Advocate for scope reduction or cancellation of this proposed Freeway Extension 


 

LAST UPDATE: April 5, 2010

TRANSPORT ACTION ONTARIO CONTACTS: 

Peter Miasek  

BACKGROUND:

This proposed freeway extension consists of about 50 km of East-West mainline running from the current eastern end of the 407 Freeway in Pickering to a junction with Highway 35/115 and two North-South links running between the 407 and the 401 Freeways, each about 10 km long. The lane requirements (2031) are between 6 and 10 lanes.  The project involves 19 interchanges, 32 over/under passes and 85 water crossings.  A transitway right of way is being protected, but is not part of the early construction plan.  About two thirds of the route is within Greenbelt lands that will never be redeveloped to an urban form.   The cost of building the extension is over $3 Billion in today's dollars.

Transport Action Ontario, together with SHIFT (Stop Highways, Invest in Feet and Transit, an alliance of environmental organizations), has been concerned about this project since 2008.  In February, 2009, we wrote to Ministry of Transportation (MTO) questioning the validity of the travel demand modeling and alternatives evaluation.   In response, MTO updated their modeling but still concluded that the full freeway project was needed.

Transport Action Ontario and SHIFT continued to discuss the matter with MTO and the Ministry of Environment (MOE).  We noted that there was poor justification for the eastern parts of the freeway (almost entirely within the Greenbelt), which could readily be replaced with improved regional roads.  

STATUS AND RECENT ACTIVITIES:

The MOE Review of the Environmental Assessment report was published in December, 2009.  Although MOE acknowledged the comments of Transport Action Ontario and SHIFT, they did not highlight our concerns as a key issue still needing resolution.  

In January, 2010, we replied to the MOE requesting that the Minister refuse to give approval to proceed with the undertaking until an evaluation of other alternatives (identified in the letter) was completed and reported to stakeholders, OR to impose various conditions on the undertaking (identified in the letter), OR to instruct MTO to enter into mediation with members of SHIFT.   Failing any of these actions, we requested that the Minister refer our issue to the Environmental Review Tribunal for a hearing. 

HOW TO LEARN MORE:

Read the November, 2008 position paper entitled "Alternatives to the 407 East Freeway Undertaking" on the Transport Action Ontario website.

Read the article in our November-December, 2009 "Ontario Report"

Review the MTO website www.407eastea.com

NEXT STEPS:

Depending on the Minister's decision, initiate the followup steps identified above.

